Phyllis Spivey
18035 Golden Leaf Lane
Riverside, CA 94504
(951)789-9097

January 5, 2009 @E@EUWED
Mr. Tay Dam N jan 0g 200
FHWA

650 Capitol Mall _ RIVERSIDE COUNTY
Suite 4-100 - TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Mid County Parkway and Draft EIR/EIS

The enclosed commentaries reflect my views on the proposed “parkway” and its
environmental documents. I strongly urge disapproval of the Draft EIR/EIS and

cancellation of the corridor.

Sincerely,

Py 2 Sy

Cc: RCTC, Attention Cathy Bechtel

Phyllis Spivey



Mo

de - Woodcrest - Lake Mathews

rsi

e

iy

_Corona - Noreo - Rive

. pmpaseﬂ Mid C’aamy “ParEWéy
' By ﬁhylhs Spwey '

ts.and por ci‘hmkersgettogelher' -

Fony&m‘s, folksfromChmnamPemstedwb}mnmnngs' T
md by the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC)
.| tesdeam of proposals for a commuter-friendly parkway between 1-15 -
¥ | .dnd SR79. The.optios. qfﬁhowqfcgmﬂstmmdentswasanexpaudad :
2o i ighway %mmm m& Ammwa 32—mrle&ﬁge,way, :
: | much of it widepthan SR-91. :
Thc M’ixl Cmmty P&‘kway {MCP) «

Aling : -

, e 25, one of the coy ty's | "
i amandhmm L&eMatl::ews,ﬁwﬂlcutth%ugh;'
Bnbitat, o anid ds, destroy histgrical

1y m&hmmesspamels :
| B Pred:cmhly, the MCP" s loog-awaited, Draft Enwmmnm;
mmmﬁ}mammmfmm: -
mmﬂemowmmnofgwdsmmpanple,mdmgnnotunhksasmmedﬁ
mgcngfmemmsmp ighway. - e
f C&wndec‘lmnom "‘outmthcllOOﬂageElRfEIS manyj

soadway ... It ls':-_
b'the term dyring }
Ject; Cormm The sterm “parkway” i the
term used by the R’CTC probably because it sounds dess’

‘. :4£_'tﬁvgmg than

mwm ' and may be designated a State highway; it
“désuet procludéithendidifion of IOV lanes,” will “include suffﬁlent‘ '
'  accommmiogate amﬂnmedalmpmqu&mtﬁythat
il a wide median that conld accommeidate ©
’ PieasemmtopggeZ

ok S

—“miarojectmltbebmitto“metstaw L



'aum.r, trueks, buse.r, trt

"Vehicle Usage — The project will
wnmmﬁdm “STAA I‘ﬁmonal Nétwoik " (larger)

m;erchanges. Clarif

wmbhaﬁan vekhicles |
with Sm:e appmal,

Monster m, m
-gppropriate rogds.
the MCP is;not built.
Press Enterprise. (
firie-particle poflation

soot’and other emi

ot.gn_ most heawl% gnlluteg ageas in Sauﬂ;e,m
Cahfonua, ,thaysued dmelgﬁ’mﬁ :

Undemab}y the M&*ﬁ‘ﬁmﬂi disistei in the
makmg,mecommumuesmandamundthe 23k

Weamnmaakﬂwemw
thosemeanswhmme GodofNature has




Corona - Norco - Riverside - Woodcrest - Lake Mathews

THE WEEKOF Nov'emb_e_r. 26 - De‘cember 2, 2008

Road Without Reason
(Third of a series of commentaries about the

proposed Mid County “Parkway™)
By Phyllis Spivey

The proposed Mid County Parkway (MCP) has generated
many questions from concerned western Riverside County residents,
but one that deserves top billing is rarely asked: Is it really necessary?

The Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC),
in’ glossy brochures and environmental documents, emphasizes two
reasons for the project: the need to serve a burgéoning population and .
to accommodate goods movement to and from the Perns/ Morcno
Valley/March Air Reserve Base.

_ But, in 1999-2000, when the RCTC identified the need for a
Mid County Parkway, the world was a different place — projected

| growth, state and regional econonues all positive, trade booming ~ and
7 March Air Reserve Base was on its way to. becoming a major

distribution center. _
Even before the environmental studies for the MCP were

released, however, events had overtaken the’ project, undermining its
" purpose and validity. Today, as we approach the end of 2008, directions

on all fronts have dramatically reversed course and, becausé the
problems are global in nature, they look very long-term. Therefote:
Growth projections for western Riverside County are no longer

. realistic. The national economy, despite massive government bailouts,

is in free-fall, signs of recovery elusive. The State of California is
bankrupt, considering painful budget cuts and huge tax increases, even -
as the deficit disease afflicts Inland Empiré cities and counties. The
area’s jobless rate is pegged at 9.5 percent and, according o Inland
economist Jobn Husing, 80 percent of that is-due to the collapse of
residential construction. “This is gomg tobe rcally ugly, and we're justr

- getting started,” he said.

But, even if the overall economic picture tumed positive, there’s .

i1 that nagging water problem not enough for the extstmg populatxon

which is already facing more stringent conservation measures, price

i} hikes and rationing. Inadequate water supplies will necessarily inhibit

residential development and curb population growth. _ _
March Air Reserve base is unlikely to become a major cargo

"hub. Political and private interests pinned their hopes for March’s
| future on DHL, a German-based international air-carrier.” Ardently

courted, the global shipping giant signed a 16-year agreement in 2005
‘with the March Joint Powers Authority. Flawed income projections,
misrepresentation of DHLs flight path and night over-flights that
mfunated the pubhc marred DHL’s presence from the beginning.
Please turn to page 2




Road Without Reason

- Continued from page 1
Now, DHL is leaving, citing losses in the
billions and a pull-back from the U.S. market, taking
-with it, according to published reports, March’s best
and probably last chance of ever becoming a cargo
hub. ‘
" But even if DHL had not deserted March,
~ the base’s cargo hub ambitions were likely doomed
by port developments in Mexico. Author Jerome
Corsi reported in 2006 on Chinesc plans to use
Mexican ports — Manzanillo and Lazaro Cardenas
— to reduce transportation costs for Far Eastern
goods by 50%. Cost-savings are realized by bmlgmg
goods into the U.S. at mld-contment (Texas) and by
using non-union Mexican labor in the ports, as well *
as for cross-border transport.

More recently, the L.A. Times reported (8-
28-08) on Mexico’s plans for the largest infrastructure
project in its history, a huge Baja port, 150 miles south
of the U.S. border.” Officials envision the port
ultimately handling 10 million shipping containers
annually, making its capacity greater than the ports |
of L.A. and Long Beach combined. Cargo routes
into the U.S. are undetermined, but the plan is
structured as a port-and-rail project. The goal?
Capture some of the Pacific cargo traffic from
Southern California ports and maké Mexico a major
player in North Amerig:an logistics.

So, let’s get realistic. If the MCP cannot be
justified for population growth and logistics prirposes,
it’s a road without a cause. Cancel it. Future

- commuter traffic in the area can be served by a
widened Cajalco Road, which is already in the works.
Riverside County should then follow the City of
Irvine’s example by barring trucks from designated
expressways. In this case, route them to SR-74.

Agree? Bring your comments to '
Supervisor Bob Buster’s MCP meeting December

-2, 2008, 6:30 p.m.; Citrus Valley High_ School, |
- Markham & Wood Roads; or, contact Cathy |
Bechiel, RCTC, PO. Box 12008, Riverside, CA

92502-2208 or (951) 787-7141. '
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